[Case of membranous nephropathy associated with argyria].
We experienced a case of membranous nephropathy associated with argyria. The patient was a 78-year-old woman who had noticed blue skin of the face and azure lunulae for 8 years. She was admitted to our hospital for edema and proteinuria. She was diagnosed as membranous nephropathy by needle renal biopsy, and treated with prednisolone. Her proteinuria disappeared after 63 days. We investigated the blue skin of her face and azure lunulae. Skin biopsy was performed and black granules deposited in the upper layer of the corium were observed. The granules were identified with silver by EDS (energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy) analysis. Membranous nephropathy associated with gold or mercury has been reported, but association with silver has not been reported. We considered that this is a rare case of membranous nephropathy associated with silver.